Minutes of the Meeting of the Great Burstead and South Green Village Council, held at


South Green Memorial Hall, Southend Road, Billericay
on Wednesday 12th October 2011 at 7.30pm

Present:
Councillor M Dear - Chair
Councillor Wakelin
Councillor John Dear

Councillor Thomson
Councillor Aly-Khan

Councillor Kelly

Clerk of the Council: Karen Hawkes
4 residents

11/168 Chairman’s Welcome

The chair welcomed those present to the meeting and explained the Public Participation Protocol. The Chair explained to Councillors and residents that if they wished to speak they should raise their hand, the Chair will acknowledge the Councillor/resident and record their name, once the Chair has acknowledged those wanting to speak the speaker is requested to lower their arm and will be called upon in order of that recorded by the Chair.
11/169 Apologies
Apologies received from Councillor Lawrence due to prior engagement and Councillor Cundy due to holiday commitments.  Apologies received from clerk Martin Ainscough, prior arrangement committed to prior to appointment as the Village Council Clerk.
11/170 Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest received.
11/171 Minutes

Minutes of the 7th September were recorded as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.

Proposed:
Councillor J Dear
Seconded:
Councillor Thomson

Vote:

5 in favour



1 abstains – as not present for the whole of 7th September meeting.
11/172: Public Participation
	Compliments to the Chair for the contents of the Chairs report printed in the September Mole
	

	Street name plate missing at the junction of Church Street and Noak Hill Road.
	Clerk to contact highways, Councillor Aly-Khan reported that several name plates have been removed.  Clerk to query whether the Council are in the process of replacing the signs.

	Cars for sale parked on the verge at the junction of Church Street and Noak Hill Road
	Clerk to contact Highways and Essex Police

	Parked vehicles causing an obstruction when there is an event in the Church, are the organisers of the event informing people that there is an overflow car park which can be used.
	Resident to contact Reverend Swift, if the problem continues residents to contact the Village Council.


	Sign removed from the Churchyard stating that it is locked at night, concerns expressed by resident as to whether it is still being locked.
	Clerk to contact Basildon Council.


11/173 Update from Personnel and Finance Committee.
Councillor Aly-Khan informed the council that the personnel and finance committee appointed Martin Ainscough for the role of clerk/RFO of the Village Council.  17 completed applications were received and 4 candidates interviewed from the 5 invited. Martin Ainscough commenced employment on 10th October.  Martin Ainscough apologised for not attending the Village Council meeting as he had a prior engagement which had been arranged prior to his appointment as clerk.

11/174 Clerks report

· Peter Carpenter contacted clerk Karen Hawkes on 11th October and informed the clerk that due to the length of lease required on the allotment land he would need to speak to his relations prior to any negotiations being made.

· Clerk forwarded letter to Council from the South Green Memorial Hall in response to the access audit carried out on the hall.  Councillors discussed the letter in detail although the clerk advised the Council that the agenda item was clerks report and that if lengthy discussion was going to made by Councillors discussing the contents of the letter it could not be done in clerks report.
11/175 Training

Propose: 
Martin Ainscough to complete any training required from the EALC.  Village Council to pay mileage from Martin Ainscoughs home to Great Dunmow.

Proposed:
Councillor M Dear

Vote:

All in favour 
Councillor Aly – Khan and Thomson request to attend the Law and Procedures course on 15th November 2011. Clerk to arrange.

11/176 Essex County Council Winter Salt Bag offer.
Councillor Dear informed the Council that Councillor Lawrence had confirmed with Basildon Council that Barleylands can accept delivery of the 1 ton salt from Essex County Council, Village Council to advertise for volunteers on the Village Council noticeboard, local shops and website. Councillor M Dear will liaise with 
Councillor Lawrence with the list of residents which have informed Councillor Dear they will accept salt. Council agree the Salt Distribution Trial notice to be given to volunteers.
11/177  Planning

	11/00965/FULL
	100 Church Street Billericay Essex CM11 2TS 
	Conservatory – no objections

	11/00916/FULL
	204 Noak Hill Road Billericay Essex CM12 9UX
	Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, incorporating day room, swimming pool –object – over development of site


11/178 Finance
a/ To approve payments

	Payee  / Cheque number
	Details
	Amount

	Billericay Recreation Rooms  000577
	Hall hire for interviews and P & F meeting
	£32.00 

	Noak Bridge Parish Council 000578
	Printer Cartridges

Line rental of broadband / telephone
	£321.55 total

£199.99 ink bundle

£121.56 phone June – end of October *minute ref 11/129



	EALC 
000579
	2nd Chairman’s Day
	£60.00

	Billericay Nurseries

000580
	11903
	£340.99

	Marie Dear

000581
	Mileage to Great Dunmow for Chairman’s Day
	£25.20


b/ 6 month budget
Council received the six month actual budget figures, August bank reconciliation and Cash Book until the end of the September.  Clerk explained that all costs up until the end of the end of September had been allocated to the budgeted cost heads.  Annual audit had been received back from the external auditor, auditors noted that the figures for the explanation of variances for the financial year 2009/2010 did not reconcile.
11/179 Essex Pension Fund

No correspondence received from the Essex Pension Fund.
11/180 Highway issues reported by residents

Councillor Dear reported that a resident had contacted her requesting that a crossing island / pedestrian crossing is installed near the bus stop at Gatwick View, Bell Hill as bus passengers are alighting the bus a stop earlier as it is too dangerous to cross the road at the next stop. 

Clerk reported correspondence received from a resident regarding parking issues at the junction of Noak Hill Road and St Agnes Road.
Clerk to contact highways with all the issues raised.
11/181 Inclusive Play roundabout

Village Council confirm that Councillor Kelly can obtain prices for the inclusive roundabout.  Clerk to forward playground supplier details to Councillor Kelly.
11/182 Big Society Fund

Proposal:
Expression of interest form to be submitted to Essex County Council for traffic calming measures in Coxes Farm Road, Church Street, Noak Hill Road.  Village Council to earmark £5000 towards the project.

Proposer:
Councillor J Dear

Vote:
all in favour

Proposal:
Expression of interest form to be submitted to Essex County Council for an inclusive roundabout.  Village Council to earmark £1000 towards the project.

Proposer:
Councillor Kelly

Vote:
all in favour


11/183 Press Releases.
Proposal:
Clerk informs Council that all press releases regarding Village Council projects must come from the clerk.  This is to ensure that comments made are that of the Village Council and not an individual Councillor.
Vote:

4 in favour



2 against




9.50pm Councillor Wakelin leaves the meeting
11/184 Christmas Lights

Proposal:
Village Council to proceed with Piggott’s Christmas lights, same light display as previous year. Price obtained £1350.00 same as previous year and amount allocated in budget.
Proposed:
Councillor Kelly
Seconded: 
Councillor Thomson

Vote:

all in favour.

11/185 Future meeting dates


7th December 2011

-
Council to agree Precept figure


4th January 2012


1st February 2012


7th March 2012



4th April 2012

11/186 Meeting closed

Meeting closed 10.00pm 
