Minutes of the Meeting of the Great Burstead and South Green Village Council, held at


South Green Memorial Hall, Southend Road, Billericay
on Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at 7.30pm

Present:
Councillor M Dear - Chair
Councillor Wakelin
Councillor John Dear

Councillor Aly-Khan

Councillor Cundy
Clerk of the Council: Martin Ainscough & the outgoing Clerk Karen Hawkes
3 residents

11/187 Chairman’s Welcome

The chair welcomed those present to the meeting and explained the Public Participation Protocol. The Chair explained to Councillors and residents that if they wished to speak they should raise their hand, the Chair will acknowledge the Councillor/resident and record their name, once the Chair has acknowledged those wanting to speak the speaker is requested to lower their arm and will be called upon in order of that recorded by the Chair.
11/188 Apologies
Apologies received from Councillor Lawrence due to a prior public engagement and Councillors Thomson & Kelly due to unforeseen personal circumstances.
11/189 Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest received.
11/190 Minutes

Minutes of the 12th October were recorded as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair subject to the change in Item 11/175 of 15th October 2011 to read 15th November 2011.

Proposed: Councillor Cundy

Seconded: Councillor J. Dear


Vote:
All in Favour


11/191: Public Participation
	
	

	Street name plate missing at the junction of Church Street and Noak Hill Road.
	It was noted that despite a letter having been sent to County Highways on this matter no response had as yet been forthcoming. The meeting was informed that in these situations it is almost better for the general public to write direct to County as by doing that the case is given a reference number that can then be quoted in any future contact/correspondence. The meeting further noted that there were a number of other roads signs either down or missing throughout the village.  

	Caravans parked at Willoughby’s Farm, Coxes Farm Road 
	It was noted that this was being dealt with by Greg Faux at Basildon Borough Council Planning Dept. the Clerk would inform the local resident as and when a reply was received from him.

	Speed Checks at Coxes Farm Road
	The meeting was informed that the Police had carried out speed checks in the road, but did not feel that the speed of motorists warranted any special restrictions being imposed on this stretch of the road. The Council acknowledge that they were disappointed with developments and had been very supportive of the campaign to get something done in this location. The resident in question indicated that he would now take the matter up with his local M.P. The Chair requested that the Council be kept informed of any developments on this matter. 

	Parking issues at a local school
	It was noted that this was still causing problems despite the efforts of the Council to find a satisfactory conclusion. Item for possible inclusion on the next agenda to be considered.

	Parked vehicles causing an obstruction when there is an event in the Church are the organisers of the event informing people that there is an overflow car park which can be used.
	It was noted that this had now been resolved

	Sign removed from the Churchyard stating that it is locked at night, concerns expressed by resident as to whether it is still being locked.
	It was noted that this situation had now been resolved to the satisfaction of all parties concerned.


11/192 Remembrance Day Wreath Nomination
It was noted that as in previous years the Council would be laying a wreath at the Remembrance Day Service on Sunday 13th November. Councillor Marie Dear informed the meeting that the normal practice was to nominate the newest member of the Village Council to perform this important role. On that basis Councillor Lawrence should be invited to represent the Council, but as he was not present at the meeting it was felt appropriate to also nominate a reserve should he be unable to attend. It was therefore proposed that Councillor Thomson should be approached to be the reserve.

Proposed: - Councillor Marie Dear
Seconded: - Councillor John Dear
All in Favour

11/193 Training

It was noted that Councillor Aly – Khan and Thomson would be attended the Law and Procedures course on 15th November 2011 together with the Clerk 

11/194 Essex County Council Winter Salt Bag offer.
Councillor Dear informed the Council that there was some confusion as to when and where the supply of salt for the residents of the Village would be delivered. Councillor Lawrence had previously confirmed with Basildon Council that Barleylands would accept delivery of the 1 ton salt from Essex County Council; however, this was now in doubt given that the Barleylands Depot was an operational depot and as such did not allow individual members of the public on to its premises. It was therefore agreed that further investigations were required and the Clerk undertook to make contact with officers of Basildon Council in consultation with Councillors Marie Dear & Lawrence in order to resolve this problem. In addition, further volunteers were still needed from the local community to ensure that the whole of the Council’s allocation was distributed and it was agreed that leaflets would be printed for use by the local shops in order to publicise the scheme to as many people as possible. 
11/195 Planning
	11/01069/FULL
	Hunter’s Moon, 127 Noak Hill Road Billericay, CM12 9UJ
	Two storey front & rear extensions & external alterations
	
	 No objections
	

	11/01073/FULL
	71 Passingham Avenue Billericay CM11 2TB
	Alteration to front porch incorporating pitched roof
	
	No objections
	

	11/01047/FULL
	46 Church Street Billericay CM11 2SX
	Rear Conservatory
	
	No objections
	

	11/01076/FULL
	Barleylands Farm Barleylands Road Billericay CM11 2UD 
	Retention of existing marquee structure with tracking for vehicles together with security fencing …. 
	
	No objections
	


In addition the Council received and considered application 11/01075/FULL in respect of the demolition of two wooden sheds and the construction of a permanent structure in their place at the Bearstead Day Nursery. Following a discussion the Council agreed to make the following objections to Basildon Borough Council in respect of this application– 
The proposed application would create a permanent structure within the Green Belt  
11/196 Finance
A- Council Budget – 2012/13

The Council reviewed the budget for 2012/13 with a view to identifying possible projects to be funded in the next financial year in order to be in a position to agree what projects to support and fund when setting the Parish Precept for 212/13 at the December meeting of the Council. It was though clear that there was no definite picture of all of the commitments for the forthcoming financial year so this item was deferred until the December meeting pending further research by the Clerk to identify all Council committed and proposed expenditure in the new financial year.
B - To approve payments 
	Payee  / Cheque number
	Details
	Amount

	Karen Hawkes 000582
	Salary 
	£892.26

	Karen Hawkes 000583
	Expenses
	£15.79

	Martin Ainscough 000584
	Salary
	£311.03

	Crystal Print 000585
	Newsletter
	£324.00

	Piggott’s 000586
	Christmas Lights
	£810.00

	HMRC 000587
	NI and Tax 
	£462.27

	Billericay Nurseries 000
	Watering of Hanging Baskets
	£255.74

	Audit Commission 000
	External Audit 
	£342.00


C - New Clerk’s Expenses
The Council discussed the level of payment in respect of the new Clerk’s expenses. It was agreed that the Council would pay half of the Clerk’s monthly Broadband and telephone costs for the year, together with an annual sum of £250.00 towards household costs such as electricity & heating etc.
D – Santander Change of Statement Address & Authorised User Form

The Clerk informed the Council of the difficulties in trying to ensure that the Council’s budget and bank accounts were kept up to date. It was noted that bank statements and correspondence with the bank was still being sent to the last but one Clerk and that attempts to rectify this situation with the bank had been unsuccessful due to the fact that they refused to entry into any correspondence or discussions with anybody that was not an authorised signatory on the accounts. 
RESOLVED:- that the Chair, as one of the authorised signatories on the Council’s accounts, would take this matter up directly with Santander to ensure that the information held for the statement address was amended as well as enabling the Clerk to be able to transfer monies from one account to another when necessary. 
11/197    Big Society Fund Update – 

The Council noted that the Expression of Interest Form had been submitted in connection with the acquisition of 3 Speed Indicator Devices at the locations previously identified. The Clerk had subsequently been informed that the Interest Form had been accepted and the Council had therefore been invited to submit a formal bid for funding. The Clerk informed the meeting that there were a lot of different devices currently on the market and that there was still a lot of work to be done in order to submit a full and proper bid by the deadline of 30th November. It was further noted that the agreement/approval of the Highways Authority would also be required before any devices could be installed. 
It was therefore recommended that the completion of any bid such be delegated to the Clerk.

Vote: - All in Favour.  
11/198 Essex Pension Fund

It was noted that no further correspondence had been received from the Essex Pension Fund at Essex County Council since the last meeting. The Clerk would contact the relevant section at County Hall to try and ascertain how the amounts that the Council were being asked to pay for the financial years in question had been arrived at and the criteria used when calculation those figures..
11/199 Christmas Lights Update – 
The Council received information regarding the erection of Christmas Lights. It was noted that the lights would be erected in the same locations as those used for 2010 and that the Piggott’s would once again undertake this work. The lights would be erected and taken down on a similar timescale as last year, i.e. erected towards the end of November and taken down in early January.

11/200 Christmas Sing Song –
Councillor Aly-Khan raised the issue of the Christmas sing song. It was noted that the event arranged for last year had to be cancelled due to the adverse weather conditions. The Council therefore considered whether a similar event could be arranged for this year. After a short discussion it was agreed that unfortunately there was insufficient time left in order to arrange an event for this year.

11/201 Kennel lane Allotments – Update

The Council received an update concerning the acquisition of land for the purposes of allotment use. The Council had been involved in discussion with a number of local land owners with a view to reaching an agreement to acquire land for use as allotments for the local community. Unfortunately the latest information received from the owner of land in Kennel Lane had indicated that they were not willing to enter into an agreement with the Village Council for such a use.
It was noted that while a lot of time and effort had been spent on trying to find suitable land for allotments and the decision concerning Kennel Lane was disappointing the Council was not looking for any alternative sites at the moment. The wording of a press release along the lines outlined above was also approved by the Council which the Clerk would ensure was circulated to the local press and also uploaded onto the Council’s website.  
11/202 Future meeting dates


7th December 2011


4th January 2012


1st February 2012


7th March 2012



4th April 2012




9.30 pm Councillor Wakelin left the meeting
11/203 Meeting closed

The Meeting closed 9.40 p.m. 

