Minutes of the Meeting of the Great Burstead and South Green Village Council, held at


South Green Memorial Hall, Southend Road, Billericay
on Wednesday 7th December 2011 at 7.30pm

Present:
Councillor M Dear - Chair
Councillor Wakelin
Councillor John Dear

Councillor Aly-Khan

Councillor Cundy
Councillor Wallace

Councillor Thomson
Councillor Kelly
Clerk of the Council: Martin Ainscough 
8 residents

11/204 Chairman’s Welcome

The chair welcomed those present to the meeting and explained the Public Participation Protocol. The Chair explained to Councillors and residents that if they wished to speak they should raise their hand, the Chair will acknowledge the Councillor/resident and record their name, once the Chair has acknowledged those wanting to speak the speaker is requested to lower their arm and will be called upon in order of that recorded by the Chair.
11/205 Apologies
None
11/206 Declarations of Interest

Councillor Cundy declared a personal interest in Item 14 (Living Landscapes) as she was a member of the Essex Wildlife Trust.
11/207 Minutes

Minutes of the 2nd November were recorded as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
Proposed: Councillor Cundy

Seconded: Councillor Thomson


Vote:
All in Favour


11/208: Public Participation
	Road Sign in Church Street
	It was noted that the sign was now upright once again, although it was highlighted that the keep left bollard in the same location had since been hit.

	Parking outside and in the vicinity of St. Peter’s School, Coxes Farm Road
	The reasons as to why a specific item was not on the agenda were explained and Councillor M. Dear also outlined the developments that had taken place since the last meeting. It was noted that there would now be a coordinated approach to this problem following a recent meeting of the police action group with a view to looking at introducing double yellow lines outside the school. 

	Speeding in Coxes Farm Road
	It was further noted that there would be a speeding report undertaken in Coxes Farm Road. The meeting was also informed that County Councillor Twitchen would also be raising the issues of speeding in this location and would work with local residents in an attempt to find a solution to this problem  

	Planning application 11/01167/TEL – Land adjacent to no 1 Hunter’s Avenue, Kennel Lane, Billericay 
	A number of local residents voiced there concerns on the implications of this application. It was noted that there was a health & safety concern if the application was allowed to go ahead. It was also highlighted that the proposed mast was some 15ft in height which would have an effect on the visual amenity of the area. The proposed site of the telecommunications mast was extremely close to a residential area and a public footpath which was in constant use by the local community and also by children walking to and from the nearby school. Furthermore the site was close to a dangerous corner where a tree had previously been removed by the Highways Authority to improve the sight line and visibility for motorists. It was felt that a mast of the height mentioned above would prove to be a distraction to motorists The site was also located in the Green Belt. There was also a claim that the consultation process by Basildon Council was flawed as not all the local residents that could potentially be affected by the proposal had been consulted. The Council was in receipt of a petition signed by some 80 local residents opposed to this development. A copy of the same petition had also been lodged with Basildon Council.

	
	

	
	

	
	


11/209 The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations – June 2012

The Council considered a number of suggestions as to how best the Village could mark the occasion of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in June of 2012. Discussions centred on what options would benefit and would be more inclusive of the whole of the local community. Having received the views expressed by Councillors the meeting resolved to purchase and send every household in the Village a special coin to mark this important milestone in the Queen’s reign. In addition the Council also agreed to the creation of a Street Party Fund for a maximum of 20 street parties to be held within the village on the day subject to the necessary permission/authority and licence having first been approved and obtained from Basildon Borough Council.   
Proposed: - Councillor M. Dear for both resolutions 
All in Favour

11/210 Essex County Council Salt Bag Scheme – Update.

The meeting received an update and feedback on the ECC salt bag distribution scheme. It was reported that the salt had been successfully distributed from the Barley Lands Depot on 17th November to those local esidents that had signed up to the scheme and thanks were recorded to Councillors Wallace, Cundy and John Dear for their help in organising this scheme as well as help with the distribution of the bags on 17th.November. Councillor Thomson expressed his disappointment at the size of the salt bags and it was noted that they would not last very long if a prolonged period of bad weather was experienced. It was agreed that while it should be acknowledged that the scheme had been successful any feedback to ECC should indicated that if the scheme was organised again for next year then the size of the bags available should be increased.
 11/211 Training

The Clerk informed the meeting that Basildon Council had requested a couple of dates from the Council in order to organise some Code of Conduct Training for Councillors in the New Year.  It was noted that due to the uncertainty of the weather in January that the earliest anybody could make would be February. The Clerk was therefore instructed to inform Basildon Council that either 8th or 22nd February would be the Council’s preferred dates for this training. 
11/212 Planning
	11/01125/FULL
	2 Noak Hill Road Billericay Essex CM12 9UG
	To dismantle a block of wooden former calf loose boxes and rebuild 1 metre longer to provide two stables and a tack room
	
	No Objections
	

	11/01130/FULL
	15 Trinity Road Billericay Essex CM11 2RT
	Two storey front extension including flat roofed dormer enlargement and first floor rear extension
	
	No Objections
	

	11/01167/TEL
	Land Adjacent To No.1 Hunters Avenue Kennel Lane Billericay Essex
	The installation of a 15m monopole structure with head frame and antennae and equipment cabin
	
	The proposal by virtue of its height will be visually intrusive and as a result will have a damaging impact on the visual amenities of the area. It is also very close to a public footpath that is in constant use not only by local residents but also be children on their way to and from school which raises concerns given the health issues associated with the location of masts of this nature in residential areas. The location of the proposed development is also on a dangerous bend as identified by the Highways Authority and the Village Council also understands that a mature tree was removed from this location as it was deemed to be a distraction to motorists and it is felt that the mast will have a similar effect. Last but not least the proposed site for this development is in the Green belt.
 
	

	11/01234/FULL 
	4 The Redinge Billericay
	Single storey rear extension & enlargement of side window 
	
	No Objections subject to any new window in the rear extension with a side elevation being level 5 obscurity 
	


Councillor M. Dear also proposed that any applications received for comment between meetings be delegated to the Clerk for a response to be formulated when no extension of time for comments to be received was forthcoming from  Basildon Council. When such circumstances existed any responses should be reported back to the Council at the next available meeting for information.  
All in Favour. 
The Clerk also advised the meeting that the application that sought an extension for the retention of existing marquee structure with tracking for vehicles together with security fencing at Barleylands Farm considered by the Council at the meeting on 2nd November for which no objections were raised had subsequently been withdrawn by the applicant.
11/ 213 Finance
A- Council Budget – 2012/13
The Council received draft budget for the Financial Year 2012/13. It was noted that due to the problems experienced with the Council’s bank it had not been possible for any financial correspondence relating to the Council’s two bank accounts to be made available to the Clerk since the beginning of October. However thanks to the efforts of Councillor Cundy working closely with the Clerk and following the meeting of the P&F Committee held on 5th December it had been possible to produce a draft budget that was recommended to the Council for approval.

It was therefore recommended that the draft budget as outlined be adopted by the Council for the 2012/13 financial year.

Proposed: - Councillor M. Dear.
Seconded: – Councillor Aly-Khan.

All in Favour
      B – Parish Precept – 2012/13
Following on from the draft Council budget for 2012/13 it was recommended that a Parish Precept of £29,700 be levied based on a Band D Tax rate of £11.88 for 2012/13 and the Clerk be authorised to inform Basildon Council accordingly.
All in Favour
C - To approve payments 
	Payee  / Cheque number
	Details
	Amount

	Karen Hawkes 000590
	Salary + Expenses 
	£ 180.91

	Martin Ainscough 000591
	General & Travelling Expenses
	£ 4.60 postage & £13.54 travel = £18.54

	Martin Ainscough 000592
	Salary
	£ 445.63

	Royal British Legion 000593
	Donation & Remembrance Day Wreath (LG Act 1972 Sec. 137)
	£50.00

	EALC 000594
	Course fees 
	£300.00

	Billericay Nurseries 000595
	Watering in November & taking down hanging baskets for the winter 
	£123.98

	HMRC 000596
	N.I. & Tax
	£ 154.20

	Essex County Council 000597
	Fee for Christmas Lights
	£50.00

	Cllr M.Dear 000598
	Travelling Expenses –EALC Chairman’s Training Day on 23/11/11
	£25.00

	ECC Pension Fund 000599
	Contribution of shortfall for 2011/12
	£390.31

	South Green Memorial Hall 000560
	Hire of Hall for P&F Committee Meeting on 5th December 2011
	£14.25


11/214   Big Society Fund Bid Update – 

The Clerk informed the meeting that following further research undertaken and information subsequently received from ECC Highways it had been decided not to pursue the Big Society funding application. It was noted that the advice from the Highways Authority was that Speed Indicator Devices were not felt to be the most appropriate equipment given the locations in question. The alternative Vehicle Awareness signs were also not very reliable with any repair and on going maintenance costs being the responsibility of the Council to meet. Therefore in the circumstances it was felt that to pursue this application would not represent best value or the best use of the Council’s resources in the long term.   
11/215 Essex Pension Fund - Update
The Clerk reported that since the last meeting further information had been received from Essex Pension Services which set out how the Council’s contribution to the Pension shortfall had been calculated for the financial years in question. It was noted that this calculation was carried out every 3 years and related to the number of employees that all parish and villages councils across the whole of Essex had in the pension scheme at the time of the review. The Council’s contribution had been calculated based on this formula. 

The employee in question was no longer employed by the Village Council so when the next review was due to be carried out in 2013 the Council would not be liable for any payment. However, the Clerk confirmed that the previous amounts identified for the financial years 2011/12, 2012/13 & 2013/14 would have to be met. 
11/216 Living Landscapes
Councillor Wakelin updated the Council on the living landscape projects that were currently ongoing in the village. It was noted that it was hoped to link up a number of designated sites from Norsey Wood to Mill Meadows together with the replanting of a hedge from the turning in Lt. Burstead to Church Road. The Council noted that a grant application might be forthcoming in the future towards the cost of these projects. 
The Clerk also took the opportunity to remind members of the Council’s procedure that external bodies needed to adhered to when applying for grant aid and that it was necessary for a Grant Application Form to be completed and submitted to the Clerk which in turn would be presented to the Council for due consideration. 
11/217 Future meeting dates


4th January 2012


1st February 2012


7th March 2012



4th April 2012

11/218 Meeting closed

The Meeting closed at 10.10 p.m. 

